PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

2.  LOCATION 

29  October  1962 

1 R 

Altadena,  California 

3.  oate-time  group 

a.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATIOI 

i 

Local - 

Ground- Vi  »cial 

□ Cround'Radior 

GMT  29/2400Z 

□ Air- Vi  MJol 

O Air-lnf«rc«pl  Rodor 

5.  PHOTOS 

6.  SOURCE 

□ Y«s 

cXNo 

Civilian 

7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

a.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

1 1/2  minutes 

one 

£ S£i 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

1L  COMMENTS 

13.  CONCLUSIONS 

p Wa^  Balloon., 

□ Probobly  Bolloon 

□ Possibly  Soliloon 

□ Was  Aircraft 

D probably  Aircrofl 
n Pos&ibly  Aircrolt 

□ Was  Astfonomical 

□ Probably  cal 

□ Poimibly  Aitmnamlcal 

□ Othor 

□ |nsuFfici«nt  Data  for  Evoluation 

□ Unknown 


Shiny  white  or  alumiaum  colored 
obj  observed  to  rise  rapidly. 


Weather  balloon  released  at 
Santa  Monica  at  0900  would 
have  been  in  position.  Alta- 
dena  is  at  the  foothills  of 
mountain  range  rising  to  more 
than  SfOOO  ft.  This  updraft 
would  cause  the  balloon  to 
rise  rapidly.  Case  evaluated 
as  a balloon  sightigg. 


ATIC  FORM  339  (RKV  Jb  SEP  52) 


n>~ 


HEPUY  TO 
ATTN  OFI 


HEADQUARTERS 
2848th  AIR  BASE  WING 
UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

NORTON  AIR  FORCE  BASE,  CALIFORNIA 


S3BF 


1 November  1962 


suaj£CTi  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  Report 


TO! 


FTD 

Wright-Patterson  AfB,  Ohio 

The  following  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  Report  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  AFR  200-2*  The  attached  UFO  worksheet  includes 
all  Information  required  by  the  prescribing  directive, 

a.  The  UFO  report  was  received  by  the  Investigating  officer, 
Capt  Kenneth  W.  Schwoebel,  29  October  1962,  at  approximately  1600 
hours  PST. 

b,  Sgt  James  F.  Daley,  Deputy  John  R.  Hogan  and  two  trustees, 

of  the  Sheriff's  Building,  730 

East  Albadena  Drive,  Altadena,  California,  viewed  the  unidentified 
object  in  the  air.  Deputy  John  R.  Hogan  was  contacted  on  30 
October  1962  at  1200  hours  PST  and  gave  the  following  information: 

(1)  The  above  named  four  persons  were  standing  outside 
the  east  wing  of  the  Sheriff's  Buillding,  Altadena,  California, 
observing  and  remarking  on  the  clearness  of  the  sky  when  the 
object  was  first  sighted.  The  flight  path  appeared  to  be  from 
SS2  to  NNW  at  an  estimated  altitude  between  10,000  and  20,000 
feet.  At  first  the  object  appeared  to  be  traveling  slowly,  but  as 
it  went  overhead  the  viewers  stated  that  the  speed  of  the  object 
seemed  to  suddenly  increase  rapidly.  The  object  was  lost  from 
sight  as  it  passed  behind  the  Sheriff's  Building.  The  four 
observers  rushed  tlurougb  the  building  to  the  other  side;  however, 
the  object  was  not  seen  again.  Deputy  Hogan  at  first  estimated 
the  altitude  of  the  object  at  2,000  feet,  while  Sgt  Daley  believed 
it  to  De  between  10,000  and  20,000  feet.  Deputy  Hogan  later  stated 
he  may  have  been  in  error  on  his  estimate  and  agreed  on  the  10,000 
feet  altitude, 

(2)  At  no  time  did  any  of  the  observers  notice  any  tail, 
trail  or  exhaust,  or  hear  any  sound  coming  from  the  object. 

z.  Farther  research  in  this  matter  revealau: 


r 


(1)  Sgt  Daley  reported  the  UFO  by  telephone  to  the  Hollywood 
orflca  of  Information,  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force,  and  was  referred 
to  1/Lt  Peter  J.  Feary,  Information  Officer  of  LAAD8,  Horton  Air  Force 
Base,  California,  at  approx  iron  t a ly  1215  hours  PST.  The  information 
was  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Commander  of  lAADS,  Senior  Director 
of  LAADS,  and  Intelligence  Officer  of  LAADS.  No  intercept  was  sent 
out  to  investigate  the  UFO  diie  to  the  three-hour  lapse  in  time  from 
first  sighting  by  Sgt  Daley  and  the  three  other  observers. 

(2)  Deputy  John  R.  Hogan  explained  that  the  Sheriff's 
Building  in  Altadena  la  at  an  approximate  elevation  of  1,500  feet 
and  is  situated  at  the  foothills  of  the  mountains  toward  the  north, 
which  rise  abruptly  to  about  5«000  feet. 

(3)  Weather  offices  at  San  Diego  Municipal,  Long  Beach, 

Los  Angeles  Internabional  «nd  Santa  Monica  Airports  were  contacted 
for  any  information  regarding  weather  balloon  releases  between  0800 
and  0900  hours  FST. 

(4)  The  weather  office  at  Santa  Monica  Airport  released  a 
weather  balloon  at  0900  hours,  while  at  San  Diego  Airport  a weather 
balloon  waa  released  at  0943  hours. 

d.  The  camsents  of  the  preparing  officer  are: 

(1)  From  all  the  Information  gathered,  it  would  be  most 
likely  to  asaiune  and  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  UFO  was  very 
possibly  a weather  balloon.  The  fact  that  the  object  was  white, 
bright  in  appearance,  and  the  size  and  shape  of  a basketball  would 
tend  to  lead  towards  this  logical  assumption.  In  addition,  the 
weather  balloon  released  from  Santa  Monica  Airport  was  reported  aa 
being  white  in  color  and  five  to  six  feet  in  diameter. 

12)  Santa  Monica  Airport  is  located  WSW  in  a direct  line 
at  about  13  nautical  miles  fk’om  the  Altadena  Sheriff's  Building. 

The  wind  at  the  time  the  object  was  sighted  was  very  light 
variable.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  the  object  sighted  was  ' 
this  very  balloon,  which  was  blown  Inland  by  vagrant  low  level  winds. 
The  time  of  the  balloon  release  and  distance  required  to  travel 
make  this  entirely  possible. 

13)  The  observers  stated  that  a&  first  the  object  seemed 

to  move  rather  slowly.  Then  as  it  came  ovsrhead,  its  speed  Increased 
vary  rapidly. 


2 


J 


+ 


(4)  It  will  ba  remeiBbardd  that  tha  Sheriff's  Building  is 
situated  right  at  the  foothiUa  of  tha  sharply  rising  mountalos. 
The  wind  at  levels  of  6,000  feet  on  up  to  SO, 000  feat  was  a pre- 
vailing £S£  wind*  Therefore,  the  sudden  increase  In  velocity  of 
the  object  can  be  explained  by  the  updraft  currents  of  air  being 
pushed  aloft,  which  were  caused  by  the  orographic  effact  of  tha 
rising  mountain  ridges  in  tha  1 mmedlate  background* 


e.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  investigating  officer  that,  based 
on  the  strength  of  the  facts  heroin  presented,  the  unidentified 
object  in  this  case  was  a weather  balloon. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


/ jfeSSE  M.  G 
Colonel, 

Chief,  Flight  Operations  Division 


1 Atch 

UFO  Worksheet 
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UFOB  WOFK-SKEET 


BOUflCE  Civilian 


TIKE  16Z0'Z>/2^  October  1?62 


1.  DEBCHIPTION  OF  THE  OBJECT 


5EJAPE  Round  ob.iecb,  basketball  in  size 


^ZE  COMPAHED  TO  A KMOWH  OBJECT  (U-SE  ONE  OF  THE  FOLLOWHiG  TES-iSi  HEAD  OF 
A PIN,  PEA,  DBEE,  MClCEL,  ;UABTEf^  HALF  DOLLAE^  SILVER  DOLLAR,  BAiEEALL, 
CRAPEFHJIT.  OR  BAiKETBAIB)  HELD  THE  HAIJD  AT  ABOUT  AMS  LENGTH. 


C . COLOR 


Shiny  aluninunt  or  white 


d.  NUMBER 


FOiffttTION,  IF  MORE  THAN  ONE 


f . ANT  DISCEJUIBLE  FEAIUHES"  OR  DETAILS 


TAIL*  TRAIL  OH  EXfiAUST*  liXLUDING  JIZE  OF 


AKE  COKPAltED  TO  :iZE  OF 


OBJECT 


h,  ROUND.  IF  HEAED.  DEBCfaSE  iOUND 


0 THE  R Pi;nnNEN  T 0 R UNU  3UAL  FEA  TO  RER 


2.  DERCHtPTION  OF  COURiE  OF  OBJECT 


a.  WHAT  FIRST  CALLED  THE  A TTEIiTION  OF  OBSEWER  TO  THE  OBJECT  Persons  -vrere 


obser'/in^  and  reniarkinz  on  clearne 


b.  ANGLE  OF  ELEVATION  AND  AZE-IUTH  (DIRECTION)  OF  OBJECT  WHEN  FIRST  SIGHTED' 


i DI HEC IXON).,  OE  OBJ  EC  T . '.VHEN.  U ST  ^ 0 BSEHVED 


c«  ANGLE 


OF  FLIGHT  PATH' AND/ OR  MANEUVER  OF 


e.  MANNER  OF  DISAPPEARANCE  OF  OBJECT 


x\  LINGTH  OF  HME  IN  SIGHT  1 bo  3 


MANfiER  OF  OBSERVATION 


USE  OF  ONE  OR  ANT  NUMBER  OF  THE  FOLLOWD'iC  iTEL-kj;  GrDUND-VXSLUL, 
GiDUND-ELECTIONIC,  AIS-ELECTUDNIC  (IF  ELECTHDNIC,  SPICIFT  TTPE  OF 
RADA  Rj  • round  Tis'ial  ' ~ ~ 


b . STATEMIKT  A3  ,TO''QPTICAL  AIDS  ^ ( TELEjCOPEj*,  BU.OCULA  ETC , ) 


IF  THE  SIGHTING  WAS  I-IADE  WHILE  AIRBOfNE,  GIVE  TTPE  OF  ACFT,  IDEN TIFICATLON 
NO.  ALTITUDE,^'HEADINGr- SPES)  AND  HOi-iE-STA TION  


TIME  AKE  date  OF'SIGHTBIG 


1620Z/2?  October  1?62 


ZULU -TIME-DATE  GffiUP 


b.  LICK T CONDITIONS  (NIGHT,  D£'f,  DivJU , *^DU aC ) 


LOCATION  OF  OBSEIfirEa.  EXACT  LATITUDE  AND  LOKGETUD: 
UKDhAii:  bno-i-'l  bL.-Jciir  . Left  Vijir..  7P.0  Ssj-t  A 


IDEtiTIFmG  D^POaiATION  OF  ALL  ODGEN'/EB 


GiSDEi,  OEGU'j  IZATION,  DUTI  A1*D  EbTm 
F.  DbIgv,  Deputy  John  R.  Horon  - frood  rel 


CIVILIAN  - MILmRT. 
JELIA  B3LITY  Jame 


WEATHER  AND  WINDS  ALOFT CONDITIOliS- A T THE  TD-IE  AND  PLACE  OF  SIGHTlT^it 


OBSEWES'S  ACCOUNT  OF  WEATHER  CONDITIONS  Clear  conditions 


BEPOHT  FH)M  NEAHEST' AW3  OS  US  WE/iTHEJi  BUBEAUj  WIND  DliEGTlOK  Ai.U 
VELOCITY  IN'  DEGIDSEb-AND  KNOTS  ATt  •--(■iF-A.VAILABLE)  . 


c • CEIIiIN G r 


AMOUNT  OF  CLOUD  COVES 


f . THUNDEBS IDRIS  IN  AREA 


ANY  OTHER  UNUSUAL  ACTTVITI  OK  CONDITION,  I^ETEOROLOCICAL,  ASTRDNCcIiCAL,  EIC 


9.  INTEfCEPTION  OR  IDENTIFICATION  ACTION  TAKEN  (FOR  ADDC  OR  ADCC) 


10.  LOCATION  OF  ANT  AIR  TRAFFIC  IK  THE  AREA  AT  THE  TR'IE  OF  SIGHTS G 


POSITION,  TITLE  AND  COMMENTS  OF  THE  PKEPARPiG  OFFICER  B^CLUDIivG  HJS 


Attached  in  letter  form 


ANALYSIS 


12.  EICLSTENCE  OF'  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE,  SUCK  AS  mTERLALi  AfjD  PHOTOGRAPHS 


\‘one 


